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Pre-Workshop Preparation 

This workshop will take place in a computer classroom and will require hands-on use of a 
computing tool called LaTeX. LaTeX is a powerful text processing system that can be used to 
write papers with customized formatting and presentation. It can also be used to generate 
other forms of presentations, including slides, resumes, etc. Further, it can be used in an 
integrated workflow to combine statistical analysis (e.g., in R or Stata) with text to enhance 
transparency and reproducibility.  

LaTeX should be available at the workshop on all classroom computers, so having your own 
version of LaTeX installed on your computer is not necessary or required. However, please 
feel free to bring and use your own computer.  

Indeed, it might be helpful to you to get used to using LaTeX on your own computer. There 
may be some issues using LaTeX in computer classrooms, so again it would be beneficial to 
have your own machine. In any case, whether on university computer or your own, we will 
work through any bugs or difficulties. 

LaTeX is free and open-source software. Please see Notes on LaTeX for more information on 
downloading and installing LaTeX. Please note you will generally need to download and 
install two things: (1) a .tex distribution, and (2) a .tex editor. 

We are also making templates of command files in LaTeX (.tex files) available ahead of the 
workshop. Looking at these templates ahead of time is not required or necessary, but doing so 
might help identify items you may want to focus on or questions that you may want to ask. 
To review these templates ahead of time, you can do any of the following: (1) open file as 
plain text file; (2) open file within .tex editor on a lab computer on campus; or (3) open file 
within .tex editor on your own computer if you have one installed. 

All workshop materials, including this document, are posted online on the workshop 
webpage: http://mattingram.net/teaching/workshops/introlatex/  

http://mattingram.net/teaching/quantitativemethods/latexnotes.pdf
http://mattingram.net/teaching/workshops/workflowstata/

