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Abstract

Type your summary or abstract here, if desired. If there is none or if this part
is not relevant, then omit. You could also write the abstract here but place it in a
comment block or environment, so that you could see it, but it would be hidden from
final document.

1 Purpose of this document

This document offers you a template to write a paper or article using LATEX.

2 Template in greater detail

This is the template for an article. Feel free to do any of the following:

1 use this template “as is” for your own papers or articles;

2 adjust this template for your own purposes;

3 circulate this or adjusted template to others.

In addition to LATEX, there are other text processing tools, including HTML and mark-
down. There are trade-offs among them. For instance, HTML may be a better choice for
producing web pages and other web content, and markdown may be a better choice for
producing short reports with little formatting. It may also be the case that one of your
collaborators uses one set of tools and another team you work with uses a different set of
tools, so at some point you might want to think about learning another text processing tool.

In general, however, I recommend learning and using LATEX; this is a powerful document
preparation and typesetting system that can meet all of your needs. It is used by multiple
publishers, including academic journals and university presses.
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3 Getting started

At this point, I assume the following:

◦ you have given at least one quick read to Notes on LATEX

◦ you have downloaded and installed a .tex distribution

◦ you have downloaded and installed a .tex editor
For guidance, please review Notes on LATEX and also check additional resources listed
in that document.

If all of the above is correct, open your .tex editor.

This .tex file can then be easily opened, edited, and run in your editor.

3.1 Compiling

When you run this .tex file, your .tex editor will combine (a) all the formatting instructions
and (b) all the substantive text content and produce a finished, formatted document that
meets the specifications in this .tex file. This process is called “compiling” (so if you see
references to compiling, that is what they are talking about).

Note that when you compile a document, your tex editor will provide a log of the process.
If your document fails to compile, check the log for any guidance on where you might have
made an error.

A common error is that the .pdf of your final document is already open elsewhere, so your
.tex editor cannot overwrite it with a new document. If you are having trouble compiling,
check whether the document is already open.

4 Quick intro to LATEX

A few useful LATEXcommands for writing are:
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5 This is heading 1

This is a heading 1 without numbering

5.1 This is heading 2

This is heading 2 without numbering

5.1.1 This is heading 3

This is heading 3 without numbering

This is a text paragraph which requires no syntax.

This is a list of un-numbered items:

• item 1

◦ item 2

item 3

• item 4

This is a list of numbered items:

1. item 1

2. item 2

3. item 3

This is a line introducing Equation 1 and Equation 2 below.

This is how you would place a footnote in the text.1

5.2 Math Symbols and Equations

α =
√
β (1)

y = β0 + β1X1 + β2X2 + ε (2)

The comment symbol is the percent sign (%). If you want to make the percent sign
appear in your text, you need to place a backslash before it, like this “%”. If you want a
backslash to appear, you can use \.

1This is the footnoted text.
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5.3 New Subsection from Separate File

This is a new section brought in from a separate file using the command “include”.

There are two commands for bringing in other files:

1. input: enters the content of the new page just as if you were typing that content
directly into current file

2. include: starts a new page, then starts entering the content of the new file

Usually, I prefer “input” because you can nest multiple input commands within each
other, and each time you input something it will just pull in whatever is in the file being
imported.

In the remaining sections below, we illustrate several typical steps in the course of writing a
paper, including:

1 making a simple table

2 importing a table generated elsewhere (e.g., in Stata or R)

3 importing a graph generated elsewhere (e.g., in Stata or R)

6 Making and Importing Tables

Here we create a simple table.

header1 header2 header3

cell1 cell2 cell3
cell4 cell5 cell6
cell7 cell8 cell9

Table 1: Simple table with 3 columns

Note that we created a caption for the table within the table environment, and also
created a cross-referencing tag so that we can refer to table 1 within the text. This way, re-
gardless of what changes we make to the table’s placement, we do not have to keep changing
the table’s caption, numbering, or reference in text. LATEX will update automatically.

Next let’s import a pre-existing table of summary statistics. Data are from Bailey (2016).
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Table 2: Summary Statistics

(1)

count mean sd min max
id 1122 58.87611 33.98619 1 118
year 1122 1996.52 10.6987 1980 2014
host 1121 .0089206 .0940687 0 1
country 0 . . . .
temp 1100 53.94518 19.33287 3.9 90.5
precipitation 1100 56.036 45.02825 .3 280
elevation 1100 3017.599 2194.859 43 8850
gold 1122 .587344 1.926375 0 14
silver 1122 .583779 1.837421 0 16
bronze 1121 .5807315 1.695831 0 13
population 1113 51.92986 179.0457 0 1350.695
gdp 966 1.169092 1.806789 .011 14.523
participate 1122 .600713 .4899703 0 1
medals 1122 1.751337 5.170563 0 37
athletes 1122 18.16934 36.8805 0 230
time 1122 5.423351 2.882459 1 10
N 1122

7 Importing Figures

Now lets import a pre-existing figure generated elsewhere.
Note: this is a histogram generated in Stata.

We can write some text and reference the figure by noting that Figure 1 shows a histogram
of our data.
NOTE: you may need to compile your document twice in order for the figure reference to
be correct. LATEXcompiles in layers, so if you do not see a recent change reflected in your
compiled document, try compiling again.

8 Analysis

Here, we might write our discussion or analysis.

9 Conclusion

Finally, we would write our conclusion here.
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Figure 1: This graph shows the histogram of the price variable

10 Additional Resources

For an introduction and more advanced materials on LATEX, see wikibook.
and Short intro to LATEX.
You could also consult any of several books now available (e.g. Goossens, Mittelbach and

Samarin 1993).
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