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Pre-Workshop Preparation 

This workshop will take place in a computer classroom and will require hands-on use of 
software for statistical analysis called Stata, and another computing tool called LaTeX. Stata 
will be available at the workshop on all classroom computers, so having your own version of 
Stata installed on your computer is not necessary or required. However, please feel free to 
bring and use your own computer.  

Indeed, it might be helpful to you to get used to using Stata on your own computer, so you 
might want to at least consider purchasing Stata for your own computer. Also, it would be 
helpful to you to get used to using LaTeX on your own computer. There may be some issues 
using LaTeX in computer classrooms, so again it would be beneficial to have your own 
machine. In any case, whether on university computer or your own, we will work through any 
bugs or difficulties. 

If you are considering purchasing your own license to Stata, please feel free to ask questions 
about this during the workshop. For those who may already be sure they want to purchase 
their own Stata, I do not recommend Small Stata, and would recommend the perpetual license 
for Stata/IC. That should be sufficient for new users and for most projects even for 
experienced users. For all options and details on educational pricing, see here: 
https://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/  

We are also making templates of command files in Stata (.do files) available ahead of the 
workshop. Looking at these templates ahead of time is not required or necessary, but doing so 
might help identify questions that you may want to ask. To review these templates ahead of 
time, you can do any of the following: (1) open file as plain text file; (2) open file in web 
browser; (3) open file within Stata on a lab computer on campus; or (4) open file within Stata 
on your own computer if you have Stata installed. 

LaTeX is free and open-source software. Please see Notes on LaTeX for more information on 
downloading and installing LaTeX. Please note you will generally need to download and 
install two things: (1) a .tex distribution, and (2) a .tex editor. 

All workshop materials, including this document, are posted online on the workshop 
webpage: http://mattingram.net/teaching/workshops/workflowstata/  
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